Approved For Release 2001/11/23 : CIA-RDP80T01087A000900100030-1

14 rebruary 1959

dHemorandum fort CIA Librarian

Thra t Chief Heforence Librarian
Subject t The revision of the I3 and its impact on book ¢stsloging
Heference t Task team revort no, ¥, dated 26 March 1958,

1. The first draft of the revised editior of the L3 has now besn com~
pleted in such form thst the general outlins of the aystem can be compared in
structure and arrangement to that of the present edition, The organizstion of
the preogent I3C is re-arrangyd in such a thamgh-,@%gg way thet, 28 a result,
complete recataloging of the present book holdings of the CIA Library will be
necessary if the revised ISC 1s chosen as the system of classification for
books, Since comulete recataloging must be thought of now, it seems wise to
eonsider other systens of classifiestion so that the best system for books

can be aelected,

2, The posaible systems can be listed brieflys (1) the revised 13C, (2)
the present 1:C, {3) the Libriry of Congress systex of classification and
subfect hexdings, (4) the 146th editicn of the Uewey Decimal Clazsification
and L subject headings, (5) close classifieation by tis old 130, the revised
13y Uiy Uewey, or UIC, with no additional subject or srea cataloging, and
{£) no clasaificsztion but intensive subject and area cataloging., Hach of

these systems will be considered in turn,
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3. The revised 130 can baest be thourht of as a 3idying-up of the presaent
13C. For oxample, Soint military policy, operaticns, and history, including
prisongrs of war, are removed from the 100 section: world politics and govern~
ment, and put into & militaryy section; airplanes, which can be considered as
{1) a commodity, (2) the subject of ressarch and development in aeronautical
engineering, (1) as part of an air transport company in being, (4) & wespon,
and as (5) part of the state's amilitary air forces, are no longer scattered in
as many places but sre consolidated, The warlety of aspects froam which the sams
plane ¢an be viswed are now shown by a variety of action codes, 1.e., subjsct
subdivisions or modifiers such as (1) production figures, (2) research and
development, stc, The revised ISC is a shorter, more compact, and =ore logical

rewurking of the 13C,

&, However, even ucre now than befors, the 13 is an indexing code, simitop
in intent but not in form to any of the periodiesl indexss such as Resders!
Suide, The materisl to be indexed is fragmentary, scmetines incomplete, slwsys
specific, usually discrete, and nonwcumulative, HReistiona to or betwoen one
fact and other similar or dissimilnr fscts in the same document are shown by
the addition of other subject codes, e.g., tha subject of the chamical examie
nation of the water in a mountain stream as a puide to the minerals tou be found
in the strate through which the stream runs, cean not be coded 23 a unit. Each
of the slements is considered as a ssparate ‘act, snd the items are joined like
beads on a siring, in simple successlon, rather than in a pattemn, e.g., a code
for Ures, metels, snd minerals, plus a code for geological prospecting, plus

a code for analytical chemistry, plys a oode for rivers, plupg etc., ete., rathey

-l
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than Ures, metals, snd mineralew{Subdivision)Geclogical prospectinge{Sube
division Chemical methods, The difference betwean the string and the pattem
ia enormous, Jometimes, indead, the patiern of the relationa 12 the Loportant
fact, rsther than the so-called facta, e.z., arricultural taxes as a mesns of
financing a five-ysap-plan in an underdeveloped area, 3uch subject relations
gan not be anown directly in the revised 13C.wor in the present ISC,

S« 36111 unresolved in the revised 13C is the over-riding probiem for book
catalogingthow tc put a multi-faceted book into one and only one place on the
shelves pear snd/or adjacent to all other single- and ruliti-faceted books on
the aame subject or relstion. 3ince books often include many subjects, either
there is an arbitrary cholce of one subjsct aa the classificstion, or all the

differences are subordinated to the likensaszes and the book is put into the mo:t
general subject which encompasses the specifically dissinmilar subjects, bBut,

28 & general rule, there 13 no provision for such ®general” subjects in the
revised 130, because 1t is designed to pinpoint the specific subject subdivisicn.

Furthemore, it should not be forgzotten that documents aboub the same or siutilar
subjeets are never found adjacent to one ancther, Unly the IBK eards with
similsr punched codes are grouped together, The grouping of siatlars in content
is a problem peculiar to books,

6. 3ince books are "historical® by nxture, subdivision of many subjects by
historical perlicd is necessary, e.g., Coal mining—Uppsr 3ilesia1740-1939
should not be cuded to appear with Coal mining-¥pper Silcsiae~January 1959 pro-
duction figures, DUocumonis are usually concerned with the “here and row”, so
mich 80, ag & matier of fact, that, whem documents besome "historical, i.e.,

~3-
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five yeurs old, the cards are retired t0 Reconds Center. A wide-ranging conced
of tive is of paramount importance for books, but it 1s un-necessary for documants,

7o Lqually important for books is the cuncept of form, Ducuments tLake
various forms, e.g., short despatches, long reports, but the form is never more
importsnt than the subject, nor 1s it ever codeterminous with it. For books it
is necessery that there be provialon for a form which slso is a subject for szuch
publicstions as the Worid Alsanac or the Encyclopedia Britannica.

8., To make a book classsifieation aystem out of the revised 14C, or even tu
restore Lhose subjects reswved from the present I3C, would requlre that the
intent of the revision be changed, f.e,, from revising the 135 so that it would
be & better tool for indexing documents to revieing the 130 so that it would be
a botter tool for classifying books, Form clessificntion, i.e., yearbooks,
perisdicale, ete., are never used for docurentsy strict hierarchical subdivieion
and subordination are une~necéssary for indexing documents, since both are re-
placed in fact by the adding of codes which are squal in value rather thanp
lesser or grester In value, o,g., the value of 622,111, the third subdivision
of 622,1, is equal to the “alue of 622,11, or to the value of 622,1 or 622. “4
is bslleved that the revised I30C could be re-worked so that it would be better
for books, fiowever, in proportion ss it was mocified for books, it would become
less good for documenis, Additions necessary for subjscis for beoks would
distort the structure and inflste the size of the system; these additions and
changes would not ald the document indexers and misht confuse them, Furtherworse,
even 1f the document indexers would accept all the necassary additions and

¢hanges, it wouid atill be at lezst questionatle if the other USIB arencies

would approve thess book-oriorted changes and additions,
~id
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9, The same amount of time might more ;rofitzbly be spent in & different
revision of the I3C with the sxpressed purpose of nmaking it a book system, The
sane overall rule for improving structural faults would be followed, l.,e.; &
cozmod ity would appear in one place only and the zspects of the cummodity, i1.e.,
oroduction fizures; use in the milit.ry services, etc,; would be shown by
subject modifisrs. (A specific objection to the successfu. use of this device
is the fact thst, although the action codes are now punched for subjects, the
action codes sre ignored in the filing of the IBM csrds,) Hore general subjects
would be introduced, :nd an attempt would be made for the enforced use of
hisrarchical principies of subordinatlion and subdivision, GHowever, the revized
I3C for books would, of necesiity, be basically "a tidying-up of the ;resent
15G,." It would be a reworking of a system for Indexinrg documerte, The fuatures
necessary and/or desiresble for books would be lifted from & book system and
superinposed on or forced into the structurs of the LC. The rosull would be

& bastard aystem,

10, The practices used for booke and the practices used for doguments are
alresdyddiverrent, “m proportion to the amuunt of change in the ISC there would
develop sven greater diverzence, v retrieval wo.ld be ;ossible with the

plder "historical® docunents in the superseded 13C system, Purthermore, Lhere

would be no inteiplay belwsen books in the "book™ 15X and documimts in the
reyined ISC, As the number of Intellofax wuns for msterial in the oid ISC
deciines, and the number will fall sherply as the amount of material in the
revised I increases, the axpense ¢f wiring boards for punching and sorting
book cards will quieckly becose prohibitive, AL the moment, sinee adapting

e
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bosr & used for documents for book purpeses is not expersive, an ancmaly in the
pregent gysten ls not chviocust the ;resent uystem 18 a machine system which is
run partly by mechine and partly by hond, Carde which are interfiled manually
in the sublect and ares catalogs ars first ~unched and pre-sorted by machine;
if this work had to be dune entirely by hand its cost wokld be astronomical,

1l. As it is now used for book cataloging, the IX is a classificntion
systam and a set of sublact headings, IBM cards are used for all the catalogs,
i,e,, suthor-title catalog, subject-subdivided-by-ares cotalog, snd srea-

subdivided-by=nubject catalog, because it is simpler and eheaper $o cut one
maltilith stencil for all the cards than to duplicate the same process to
achieve 3'x5' cards which gould bs filed in only one of the three catalogs,
Cards for the subjest and arsa catalogs are ;junched snd pre-sorted by machine,
but are filed manually, The author-title cstalog is entirely a manual catalog.
If the I3C were considered only e2 & system of classification, the need for
the machine protedures wo .ld disappear, 3I'x5¢ a:mii:; poth IC orinted carde
s lécally produced caria, could be used, as could word and phrase subjest
headings in alphabetic order=-two things whieh would remove most of the user
objections to the 15C, Some of the deficlienc.es of the I3C as a classifieation
syatem could be compensated for by explicit sudject cetaloging, A separate
area catziog, 1.e., ares-subdivided«by-subject, could ve set up on the same
alphabebic principles as the subject cata.eg,

There are several virtues in using the I a3 a elassificztion system, bLut
in sbandoning it as a system of sublect he:dings in a classed, mumerin, machine-

controlled order. The pre-ent book holdings would not need to be recataloged

o
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at onte, and the Library a3 s whole would not be presented with two disparate
book collections, two unrelsted sels ol cataloge, two sets of charge-out records,
etc, The 1B cards in the present author-title cataleg eould be cui down te 37
in lenath and could bs then interfiled with the 3"x5" cards, ihe 1350 classie
fieation symbols on the 3x5 carde for the new books would lead 1ibrary users to
older books on the shelves in the same claasificatlion. Using the classificstion
numbors a8 subjzob codes would enable the anzlysts to {ind materials in the IBM
subject and area catalogs,

13, However, a book rovision of the ISC will not result, per se, in the best

claszsification eystem for books, sinece the I will be besically a system for
indexing decuments which has been altered to provide for Lucks, 4s & private
system, 1,e,, one peculisr to the books in the CIA Library, the 130 will zrow

more renote from the duvouments coded prior to the acoeptance of the docunent

rovision of the 130, and will have no connection sither with documents coded
under the new IZC or with any of the general systess of book classification,

®.2., L0, Dewey, 3Scne ¢f the preiemt book holdimgs would have to be recataloged,
but it is hoped thst only about 25% of the holdings would be involved, Shifting
to the LT system of classification would entail the recataloping of 1008 of the
present book holdings, but other considerations can be brought to bear on the
value of using the IC syotem of cards, elassification, and subject-headings.

14, The IC system was designed 1o classify the largcest book collection in

the U.5., and it has bean adopted by a number of other large libropies; not
only becsuse of 1lts capacity for expansion, but alsc because theas llbraries
can save money by copying the iC elassification as given on IC cards, *t is
a system specifically designed for books, but, because of its size, can sccone

modate subjects often thought of as document subjectsw, it is the system best

-

Approved For Release 2001/11/23 : CIA-RDP80T01087A000900100030-1




Approved For Release 2001/11/23 : CIA-RDP80T01087A000900100030-1

¥noun o research librariang and is the systen favored by wost of the CIA
reference librarians, Revision of the elassification tables and of the subject
heédmg iist is contimuocus, but no wholesale recataloging is ever required as
a result of a revisionf

15, The disadvantages of the IC classification system are (1) a base ofthe
2% letters of the slphabet whieh scatters Looks in as many places rather than

into the 10 of Dewey or the ¢ of the 130; {2) gertain sections would have to be
re<oried Lo rovide for more intensive analysis, #,#,;, resistance, contesporary
pelitical affsirsj {3) other sections will have to be enlarged to ;rovide for
zore extensive coveraze, 8,2., intellipence, security, sommunismy (4) IC ecards
can not be used without some chanves fop CIA Slavicew-and other lanpuare~~holdings
bscause of the differsnt systsems of transliterstionj (5) chan-es in the IC
classification schemes and/or subject headings for local prefersnce, unless
#herply controlled, can nullify the advantages of buying il cardsy (4) the area
concept will be larzely loat in the classification aymbols since, aside “rom
history, the LU system is a subject system and proviaion can nol always be zade
to show the geozraphie area which is the originator of the .reduct, For example,
in the il system of classification, the class number for Sugar -anufacturing is
TP 3793 the arcas of the Ukraine and the U.S, can be distinguished only by the
third line of the call numsber where the difference i between .U3 and U5, Thin
arsa deficiency can be corpensated for somewnat by altering the LU system of
subject headings {0 provide for an area~subdivided-hy-subject catalog, but the
system, por gse, will milltste agzalnst any easy grouping of books by arsa,

146, The only well-known book system which ;rovides the capability for area
subdivision of every subject is the Uiwey Deeci-al Classification {and iis offe

- B
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spring, the UDC), Purthermore, it is possible to use the ares not only as a
subdivision of the subject but elso indspendently in the manner of the [UC.AM3
ares concept, 6.8., the rumber for Jugar manufacture and refining is 664,15 the
nurber for the Ukraine is 947,71. Ihe numbers can be combined as 664,LLTTA, or
separated as 664,1 (947,71}, or as area subdivided by sublect 047,Tle-B64.1, or
by subject alone without regard 4o ares 664.1. 3Since the books can be shelved
in any of the four ways, maximws flexibility is provided, “n the iL system of
classifisation the symbol is TP 379 U3 (for Vkraine) as distinguistied from

TP 379 JU5 (for United 3tates), The books can be shelved only in this one way.
The subject headings for both systems are the zams, Sugar--Manufacture and
refining-=Ukreine, and/or by local ;ractice, Ukraine--3ugzy--Morufaocure and
refining,

17+« The Dewsy Docimal Classification has very recently achieved a l6th
edition, and it presents & thoruvughly up-to-iste aystem, Any changes and
revisions in it should pet inwlve major recataloging, and if taken care of
currently can be handled quickly and easily, Furthemore, X rmumbers have bsen
given on many IL ¢ .rds since 1930, and the 18th edition will be used for books
published since 8 Uscenbor 19%9. The system is completely compatible with the
use of 1L subject headings and IL printed caxda,

12, 3tudies of the use of sone subleot citelogs, o.g., Califernia and ‘ale,
have lod to tre formulation of a question: Is the use of subject catalogs suf-
ficlently grest tc Justify the cost of the elaborate paraphemsalia involved?

Yn the basis of the inconclusive studies, the answer may be no. éﬂe rough-and-

ready answar 1o 3o abandon subject catalogs and rely solely on close classie

fication, ®.s., the classification of 86414771 as above, In order to provide
o
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for those cases in which the books would be missirg from their places on the

shelves, free use is rade of the shelf-list, ‘he greatest objection to this

srocedure (s that subsidiary and ancillary subjects often can not be included
in the classification., Ancther objection is that the clessif.cation may too

often be carried o absurd lengths,

19, Bacanse the preceding method does involve the uze of a shelf-list, in
effect a subject catalog is provided, 4f Che books were not classified, but
subject catsloging wers done, thecoretically not only eny book on a subject but
all books relsted to the subject would come to the notice of the analyst as he
used the estalog, *f an ares catalog were alsc provided, he Heuid theoretically
achieve almost 100% retrievability. ‘he cataloging cost would be reduced becauce
ro classification would be requiredy shelving cost would be reduced aince new
titles and coyles would be filed in accessien list order or by sixe, ete. {gf,
the prectice 1n the New Xork “ublis +ibrary) and no reshelving would be necesaary
to acoommoiste expansion of one section of & classificstion scheme, The
sheifing arrangesent of bHooks in spegial collections would be at the discretion
of the curstors {gf. the nractices of the HIC and Keference collections).
tiowever, the coat of classification is simply trensferred from the Catalog Section
to other sections of the Libriry, and consistemcy and unifommity of arvanzument
are replaced by specialized practices, Abuve sll, browsing bstcues Lupossiile.

2., I % ink that the best system which the CIA Library couid choose feor
books 18 a systen whish incerporutes the followingt (1) & wholly manusl system;
(2) 3x8 cardsy (3) a subject catslog using word and phmse alphadetic subject
headingsy (4} an area-subdivided-by-subject catalog; (5) a classification

10w
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system based on & combination of area and subject. I would like to use il

printed cards when these are availsble, and, above sll, i would like to like
to use IO subjeset headings, However, i would like to use the Dewey Uecimal
Ciassification rather than the IC systen of classification because it iz less
vlaborate, scatters materisls less (i.e., in 10 large divions rather than the
posaible 26 of the Libr ry of Congress system), can jrovide for several area
approaches, and 1s casily leamed by the users, most of whom used it in school,
pubiie, and tollege libraries, (It must bo pointed out that the easiest system
for the catalogers ia the IC system becsuse of 1is elatorate souprehensiveness, J
However, a shift to either IC or Deway would be total and complets, and the Ula
library would be saddled for some time with books in 2 absolutely different
systoss which would result in 2 sets of books shelved differently, 2 sels of
unrelsted pubject and ares cstalogs, 2 sets of charge-oul recoris; elc,

21, The tmmediate advantaze lies in using the 13C as the system of classi-
fication, using 3x5 cards and I subject headings, and abando:lng the sachine
aspects of the I& system, The greatest posalible unity of the collsctions
wouid thus be opeserved. owever, this system would not be the best possible
syates, Sometime in the fubture thers will develop a need which could best be
handled hy a purely veok system of classificstion, and it is expected that the
desire t0 have the same system as the one uzed 1n the il and in the Vgpartment
of State Library will grow more inasistent, At that til-e, if the change-over
from IBM eards to x5 cards has been completed, re-clsssific:tion will be
szslior than at oresent, But this is siwply putting off until tomorrow what

could be fone today. I the LG system of classification, as well as IC cards

all‘
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ard iG subject headings, will remain the ideal some will always want, i suggest

that we adopt all the features of the I system lock, stock, and barvel, now,

25X1A

Chief, Catalop Jection
Agference Branch

oy N
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